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Agriculture Days  Students watch potato digger at work
All Portneuf SWCD and
NRCS programs are

. offered on a non
The Ag Days event was held at Swore Farms in Tyhee September 29 to OSSN e ol s

ber 1. This event, geared towards area 4th graders, drew over 900 stude S aIel a1l KNI
teachers this year! The Bannock CloSelitteih B
has been sponsoring AG Days for at least 15 ydgash year they try to religion, sex, age, marita

. . . . . status or handicap
change it a little and make it a more rewarding experience for the 4th grad
and for those who sponsor the eveEGCETECeIRE i N
Committee chair, they used to sponsor the event at a potato cellar and inv{EEEIEE TEIRC ool T3
both 4th and 6th grade students, averaging about 380 students each employer
year . After a few years they determined it would be better to target just the
grade classes, which is the grade level targeted for the Ag in the Classroo
projects natiorwide. Ag Days moved to Swore Farms in Tyhee three yearg
ago, and when busing for field trips was reduced last year due to cost, the
mittee determined it was important enough for the students to get the work
exposure to agriculture that they offered to pay the busing cosesstudent
count went from 350 to 900 overnight! Cont. page 2

www.pswcd.org



Ag Days Event, Cont.
This year, there were a variety of activities the students rotated
Board of Supervisors through on the farm. In the corn maze, students learned about the
misconceptions in agriculturaVhen they reached a dead end, they
were asked a question and if they got it right, they proceeded on
through the corn mazdf not, the question was discussed and then
the tour through the maze continued.

Scott HendersorChair
Kit TillotsonViceChair
Dave JacksonrTreasurer
John McNabb

Kevin Koester The County weed department gave andi@ute presentation on

noxious weeds in the county and how they could be identified and

Associates controlled.
Morgan Evans . ,
Brad Kent The Farm Bureau Women's Committee had an agricultural demon-
Kirk Irick stration and targeted "safety on the farm" this year. They stressed
Paul Danielson safety around the grain equipment and talked about dairies, cattle,
John Sigler beef, and what crops are grown for their feed and how they are
grown.
District Staff _ _
Administrative Assistant/ The BLM brought a fire truck, demonstrated how it worked and
Outreach Specialist talked to the students about how fire protection boundaries around
Janet Pacioretty their homes could be established.

Highland FFA handled rotating the groups of students to all activi-
ties, and provided activities for the students such as roping the steer
head. They also discussed animal care and safety, showed the stu-
dents a variety of farm animals, and discussed All Terrain Vehicle
safety.

NRCS Staff
District Conservationist
(vacant)
Ryan Clayton, Soil
Conservationist
Martha NunezHagius,

; The PSWCD and NRCS demonstrated, with assistance from the stu-
Engineer

dents, erosion control practices and the importance of appropriate
watering and fertilizing of lawns and farms. The students also dis-
cussed what they could do around their homes to protect soil and
water.

IASCD/ISCC Staff
Justin Krajewski, Range and
Riparian Specialist
A NIECLRIEICRONEIAN  The students got to watch the potato digger as it turned up the pota-

Analyst toes, and then picked their own bag of spuds to take hdhe.
Farm Bureau Women's Committee provided a snack sack and this
year, the United Dairymen of Idaho provided the milk.

: New this year was the Rocky Mountain Power demonstration about
PSWCD Office: electrical safety.

1551 Baldy Ave., Ste. 2 _ _
Pocatello, ID 83201 This was a great event for the students and teachers. With so many

208-237-4628 X111 people never getting a chance to even see a working farm, it is a
portneufswed@pswed.org fantastic service for the Bannock
Committee to organize and sponsor this event that reaches so many
students. And thanks to Swore Farms for opening their farm to the
students and teachers!!




CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

Portneuf SWCD
Board Meetings

November 12, 2008
December 9, 2008
annual meeting,

call office for
details.

Other events:

Division V IASCD
Fall meeting,
October 29, 2008
10 am -3 pm,
Montpelier, ID

Idaho Association of
Soil Conservation
Districts Annual
conference, Coeur
ddo Al ene,
Nov. 1619, 2008.

Are you interested
in advertising in
our bi-monthly
newsletter? Our
rates are $25.00
per newsletter for
a2.250x25ador
6 newsletter adds
for $125.00. Call
the PSWCD

office for more
information.

NEWS

Soil and Range Judging

NRCS News

The Regional FFA Soil and Range Judg
ing contest was held in Pocatello Sep-
tember 26. 150 high school FFA kids
from southeast Idaho competed to see
who would go on to the state competi-
tion. Dr. Maynard Fosberg, professor

emeritus from University of Idaho, and
Leah Juarroffom NRCS set up the soi
pits. Dr. Fosberjig
has been actively supporting the soil

judging contests state wide for many

years. District and NRCS staff assists
in soil pit monitoring during the contest,

Dean Smith, District Con-
servationist in Blackfoot, is
the acting DC for the Pocat
tello Office. Dean can be
reached by calling the
NRCS office in Pocatello at
237-4628.

Information on the new
Farm Bill programs should
be available soon; currently
the new program guideline
are still being worked on.

()

ing finals were held in Burley on Octot
ber 14.
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and the District sponsored a snack break
for all the attendees. The state soil judg-

The latest news on the
2008 Farm Bill imple-
mentation progress can
be found at
www.usda.goylook for
the October update.

EQIP Sign-Up Deadline
Extended

There is still time to sign up for the fiscal
year 2009 Environmental Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP). The deadline has been
tended; all eligible applications received b
fore the close of busine&xctober 31, 2008

will be evaluated and ranked. Contact the
NRCS office at 234628 for more informa-
tion or to request an application.
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IASCD/ISCC NEWS

Goodbye tdBen Evans- he is leaving his Idaho Soil Conservation Commi
sion position as Water Quality Resource Conservationist to move on to
Farm Services Administration. Ben has been a great help to the District
the 319 program and WQPA. Best wishes in your new job, Badmis
Banks, Water Quality Resource Conservationist for ISCC in Soda Sprin
will be filling in. He can be reached at 54396.

Kathy Weaver, longtime District Operations Manager for the Idaho Soil
Conservation Commission, is retiring October 31. Kathy has been a won
resource and great friend of the Districts, and we will miss her positive
support, guidance, and assistance. Happy Retirement, Kathy!!
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California-t hi s

Happy Autumn!!
According to University of lllinois Extension Service, 496 million pounds of
pumpkins are produced in the US every year.
- Over 90% of the pumpkins produced in the US are grown in lllinois.
- The largest pumpkin grown so far weighed 1528 pounds, grown this year i

pumpkin

- Pumpkins originated in Central America, and are a fruit.

- Pumpkins have traditionally been used as both food and medicine.
Seewww.urbanext.uiuc.edu/pumpkingdr more fun pumpkin facts
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The National Turkey Federation reports about 235 million turkeys were cong
in the US in 2007, 46 million of these at Thanksgiving.

A; - About 17.5 pounds of turkey is consumed per person every year in the Ug Aih‘
X7/ - Almost 550 million pounds of turkey was exported from the US last year. \\=,
2k - Minnesota currently is the leading producer of turkeys in the US. 2k

AN AN
Seewww.eatturkey.confor more turkey facts -V}
l 2L,

Marsh Creek DEQ 8319 Water
Quiality Project Update

The Marsh Creek 319 program is movin
along well this year. Currently, one 319
project has been completed, two more 4
in progress, with others in the planning
stages. If you have land on Marsh Creek
and are interested in participating in the

tion, call the District office, or Chris Bank

319 program or would like more informat

Are

at 5474396

35 million pounds of candy corn:
- will be produced this year in the:
: US...that would be 9 billion pleces

: (www.candyusa.org)

Il daho
Pocatello will continue through November 1, 2008.
There are numerous varieties of locally grown
pumpkins available this time of year!

The Sout heast

Election Year

Look for the district on the ballot this
November 4th. Scott Henderson, Ke
Koester, and John McNabb are up fc
re-election this year as District Supel
visors.

= =.
=)

umf er e

Far mer 6s

The District would like to thank the Idaho
Soil Conservation Commission members
Dwight Horsch, Bill Flory, Dick Rush, Joe
Davidson, and Morgan Evans, and comn

@ﬁ Saflfor visiting conservation projects
in the Mink Creek and Marsh Creek ared|
during their meeting in July. We welcomsq

cerns and the cooperators' accomplish-
ments.

the opportunity to discussur District's cont
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NEWS FROM THE FARM SERVICE AGENCY

As we head into the fall and winter months, staying in compliance on CRP contracts rergnains
crucial. Fall is a good time to spray some of the weeds that seem to plague many of our CRP
lands, especially Field Bindweed (Morning Glory). The Bannock County Weed Supervisor tells
me that fall is an excellent time to spray and control this noxious weed. Remember, the only
grazing allowed on CRP this year will be those contracts which are approved for Managed
Grazing. If you have questions regarding this option, please contact our office for details}.

Please repair/replace your fences to ensure you have no unauthorized grazing taking place on
your contract.

Our office is in the process now of sending out all CRP and DCP (Direct/Counter Cyclica
Program) payments for fiscal year 2008. This usually takes a few weeks to complete, so if you
have a payment coming and havenodét receiived it
will be attending Farm Bill Training the week of Novemb®r &fter this training our staff wil
be prepared to take sigups for the 2009 crop year. All sigips will be done by appointment
so mark your calendars now to set a date and time that will work for you.

As always, if you have changes in your farming operation, please contact the office so we can
keep our records up to date. Failure to do so can result in late payments or in some cases loss of
payments. Our office hours are Monday thru Friday, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm. Our phone nuiber is
237-3435 extension 2. We look forward to working with you during the coming year. Call us
anytime with questions that may ari se. I f we

Steve Myler
County Executive Director
Bannock County FSA

Carbon Sequestration Brochure HEEEEE
The Idaho Soil Conservation Commission . DVDs of t.e h We
(ISCC) recently published a new brochure gn AT € Al | I\E.§| ghbors

and Forest Lando. .§F§r@dg¢egrnq95i5n: udes i n-
formation on carbon sequestration, carbon . are now available. .

credit trading, and changing farm and forest . Call the District :

practices to reduce greenhouse gas emissipns. :&88: ~ "7

The brochure is available at the District office. [ office if you are

[

Additional information on carbon sequestra i interested! .
B il
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fiCarbon Sequestrati on i filhthaDistricAg rigs: ul t ur e
28~ B

tion and carbon credit trading can be foundjon  :&:
the ISCC website atww.scc.idaho.govor . :
www.oneplan.org R c0000 000000 000000 s0s00s ss0ses so0s0s -
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